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NEW MEMBER APPOINTED TO THE AW 
NRM BOARD
In January 2010 the Board is pleased to 

announce the appointment of Rosemary 

Lester. Rose has been appointed by the 

Minister and becomes an official Board 

member on the 14th of April 2010. The Board 

and staff welcome Rose and look forward to 

working with her.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER’S DESK
The most exciting outcome for our Board over 

the last three months has been the release of 

our Comprehensive Regional Natural Resource 

Management Plan for public consultation. 

It has been received very well from many 

different areas.

The Plan indicates the status of our regions’ 

natural resources, as best we can gauge based 

on the available information. It also sets a 

measure of the health of those resources and 

suggests major actions required to improve 

the health status.

This is a Plan for all working within natural 

resource management in our region, to 

deliver. So all agencies such as the 

Department for Environment and Heritage 

(DEH) and the Department of Primary 

Industries and Resources of South Australia 

(PIRSA) are also involved in delivering against 

the Plan’s targets. Also, all communities 

working in this area will help deliver the 

targets. That is why it is so important for our 

Board to work in partnerships with both 

agencies and communities to improve the 

health of country. As you know if the health 

of country increases, the health and well 

being of communities increases also.

The Board has just met in Port Augusta for 

three days to discuss a wide range of issues. 

Fred Tanner gave a presentation on a project 

conducted by Rural Solutions SA entitled 

“Aboriginal access to water across Australia”.

This project has the key aims of:

• Examining  how and if cultural access to 

water is understood and implemented 

throughout Australian water management 

plans, how water rights and interests 

will include the needs of Aboriginal 

Communities and how future water use by 

Aboriginal Communities will be accounted.

• Harald Ehmann (AW NRM Board’s 

Threatened Species Officer) presented an 

update on the National and State camel 

projects and also the final outcome of the 

aerial survey conducted over the southern 

portion of our region.

• The Board’s Program Manager, Philippa 

Schmucker gave an update on all the great 

work being delivered by our Ceduna based 

crew.

The Board spent a day reviewing the Regional 

Plan priorities and the proposed Business 

Plan for 2010 – 11. The priorities of work for 

the year will be required to meet the Australian 

Government’s new Caring for our Country and 

our targets. For projects that do not satisfy 

Caring for our Country targets, the Board will 

need to seek funds through other areas. All 

projects for the 2010-11 year will be presented 

to a technical assessment panel for further 

review.

On the last day of the meeting the Board 

discussed:

• Board member appointments – Rose 

Lester and Mima Smart are appointed from 

April 2010 to April 2013 and noted the 

resignation of Brian Queama. We thank 

Brian for his work on the Board and regret 

his decision to resign.

• Board Champion reports were presented 

from water, women and vegetation, fire and 

people and finance groups.

• Water management – the issue of long – 

term protection of the water resource of 

our region is a prime priority for the board. 

We have had a 5 – stage report prepared by 

GHD and presented to the Board. DWLBC 

is peer reviewing this report and helping 

the Board to plan the next steps in this 

important project.

• A women’s conference for NRM will be held 

in May 2010 please watch this space for 

information regarding the conference.

Below: Rose Turner. Photo AW NRM Board ©
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CARING FOR COUNTRY & KNOWLEDGE 
TRANSFER PROGRAM YALATA 
ABORIGINAL SCHOOL 2009 -10
The Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board has 

invested in Caring for Country community 

projects in Yalata, Maralinga Tjarutja (MT) and 

Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) 

Lands.  

As part of this investment, the Board has a 

focus on strengthening community capacity 

and bringing together traditional ecological 

knowledge and scientific knowledge to 

manage the regions natural resources 

effectively. 

Yalata community are particularly interested 

in recording caring for country traditional 

knowledge, preserving stories, such as bush 

tucker and medicine species and their uses in 

both English and Anangu language.

This project aims to document and transfer 

ecological knowledge from senior 

community members to school aged 

children. It also includes a significant 

contemporary NRM educational component, 

which will be delivered through field trips, 

school yard and classroom based activities. 

The Board’s Program Manager, Philippa 

Schmucker, delivered the program with Yalata 

and Oak Valley Schools. 

At Yalata a field based/practical activity was 

held where Elders from the community 

delivered knowledge transfer to the 

students. Practical components to the 

activities included seed collection, plant 

propagation and revegetation. Throughout 

the program traditional ecological 

knowledge and NRM activities were  

documented  on video by the students and 

produced before the end of 2010. The session 

also included traditional and important 

plants, their uses, and the collection and 

making of bush medicine and bush tucker 

species. 

In the following week an in-house/classroom 

based activity was held where Philippa and 

www.awnrm.sa.gov.au
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Principal, Roxanne Weir, initiated discussions 

with the children around what students had 

learnt in the field and explored plant fact 

sheets. Students used work sheets as a follow 

on to what was learnt in the field.

Discussions occured with students about 

sustainability and the importance of looking 

after the environment, weed identification and 

control. Practical work and completion of fact 

sheets/worksheets engaged the children 

and began the important steps of learning 

and incorporating natural resources 

management into the cirriculum.

A plant booklet will also be produced, with 

information on significant bush tucker, 

medicine and cultural use plants in the region 

recorded on field trips and written in language.

 Information gathered also included a history 

within the region i.e. the Yalata Indigenous 

Protected Areas (IPA) area, relating to NRM 

and caring for country, including the collation 

of historical information such as species 

abundance and diversity and discussions in 

regard to future management.

The program also incorporates a Coast and 

Marine component including the development 

of a yearly coast and marine program each 

season with one theme per season. 

The Board sincerely thank  staff and teachers 

for their support in particular, Principal’s 

Vivien Deed and Roxanne Weir for getting 

the program off the ground and supporting 

NRM. AW NRM staff will coordinate activities 

to facilitate the transfer of knowledge from 

older to younger generations, and provide the 

group with an educational program based on 

NRM. 

For further information on the seasonal 

programs and time frames please contact AW 

NRM Board staff at Ceduna on (08) 8625 3706.

Seed collecting with Yalata community, Yalata Elders 
transfering knowledge to children.

Photos: AW NRM Board ©

AW Newsletter Edition 1 2010.indd   3 17/03/2010   1:54:35 PM



A L I N Y T J A R A  W I L U R A R A  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  M A N A G E M E N T  B O A R D

MULLOWAY MONITORING PROJECT
Mulloway fishing is one of the main attractions 

to the Yalata Coast on the Far West Coast of 

South Australia, where numerous recreational 

fishers from all over Australia come every year 

between October and March in the hope to 

catch that elusive ‘big one’. 

The Yalata coastline is part of an Indigenous 

Protected Area (IPA), and is one of the two 

known aggregation sites that mulloway 

regularly come to prepare to breed and feed.

The other being the ocean beaches along 

the Coorong and near the Murray Mouth. 

Some research findings suggest that the Far 

West Coast mulloway population is the faster 

growing of the two populations. Despite this 

growth rate, it is possible that these bigger 

fish may still be reaching sexual maturity at a 

similar age as Coorong fish, resulting in larger 

sexually immature fish being taken on the Far 

West Coast.  This has the potential to impact 

the mulloway population in the area.

The Local Yalata Aboriginal Community 

and recreational fishers have expressed 

concern that the Far West Coast mulloway 

population has decreased in size over the 

past few years, and fear that this valuable and 

unique marine asset could be impacted in 

the future. Being a remote area compared to 

the rest of South Australia’s coastline, no site 

specific recreational fishing survey has been 

undertaken along this coastline. 

 “

“

These surveys are now being run by the AW 

NRM Board staff with assistance from Fisheries 

Research Scientist, Paul Rogers from SARDI 

Aquatic Sciences and Flinders University. 

Data including fish size, sex and maturity and 

number of fish caught and released will be 

collected, assessed and reported to the AW 

NRM Board. Paul said,

 We are working in a 
close partnership with 
the Yalata community 
and aim to provide a 
better understanding 
of the Far West Coast 
mulloway population by 
improving the current 
level of knowledge of 
the numbers of juvenile 
fish in the area, size, 
age and growth ranges, 
as well as to locate key 
spawning and feeding 
locations.

All photos: AW NRM Board ©

www.awnrm.sa.gov.au
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The AW NRM Board staff in conjunction 

with the Yalata Land Management team 

are conducting interviews with recreational 

fishers twice a month during the mulloway 

fishing season along the Yalata coast, whilst 

also promoting awareness of these important 

issues amongst the fishing community. 

The Board staff also aim to collect additional 

information that can be used to better manage 

the designated camping areas, better regulate 

ATV usage, and improve the way some visitors 

currently dispose of mulloway carcasses at 

Yalata. 

This information will all be critical to ensure 

that mulloway fishing in this important 

and fragile area is sustainable for future 

generations to come. 

A large aspect of this project is focused on 

educating and increasing the awareness of 

the recreational fishing community about 

sustainable fishing practices in this area. This is 

being achieved by handing out brochures and 

via direct interviews with recreational fishers 

camping and fishing along the Yalata coastline. 

Brochures will also be available from BP 

Highway One, Ceduna Tourist and Information 

Centre, and Ceduna Homescene.

If you are keen to assist with providing data on 

mulloway caught at the Yalata coast you can 

pick up a voluntary recreational fishing survey 

form and a self addressed pre-paid envelope 

from:

AW NRM Board Office, Shop 3, 32 Poynton 

Street (Supry’s Mall), Ceduna between the 

hours of 9am-5pm Monday to Friday.
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CARING FOR OUR COUNTRY PROJECT 
AT SANDY BORE IN THE APY LANDS
Sandy Bore is an important place in the APY 

Lands and the Tradtional Owners, the Dodd 

family, have a long history and strong links to 

the Mimili community and country.

There are important parts of the creation story 

on Sandy Bore and surrounding areas and also 

important wildlife, bush tucker and medicine 

plants. Children from Mimili have come out to 

Sandy Bore to gain traditional knowledge of 

the ways to look after land from the family and 

close relatives.

The family has been looking after this area 

for a long time and have seen many changes. 

With support from the AW NRM Board and APY 

Land Management they are trying to look after 

country and have the surface waters clean 

once again to keep the wildlife happy and the 

country in balance.

The family sees that the training opportunities 

with TAFE, supported through AW NRM Board 

funds increase skills in looking after the land 

and will help the next generation and keep 

people at Sandy Bore.

Sand plot monitoring continues in July to 

October. Monitoring of Nganamara (mallee 

fowl) is conducted on a regular weekly basis 

and reported as are the bower bird, where you 

may find your car keys!

Work is not always easy and sometimes 

things just don’t go right, but in the long 

term Anangu will manage the land to keep it 

healthy. For further information please contact 

AW NRM Board Program Leader, Neil Collins on 

(08) 8357 3880

Some of the work is cleaning of rockholes 

and patch burning to make sure the grass 

continues to grow around important areas for 

kangaroos, mallee fowl and species that use 

the area.

Above left to right: Traditional owners caring for country
Bottom left to right: cleaning out rock holes, a Western Bowerbird’s 

bower (Chlamydera guttata) - Bower birds tend to collect objects and 
put them in their nests! and one of the plants pointed out that attract 

camels throughout the  Arid zone

www.awnrm.sa.gov.au
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UPDATE ON AW NRM DRAFT REGIONAL 
NRM PLAN
Public consultation on the AW NRM Board 

Draft Regional NRM Plan has been completed.

A plan package was sent out to all 

stakeholders containing a CD of the plan, 

community summary in English and 

Pitjantjatjara and a feedback form.

The public were invited to meetings at Marla, 

Adelaide, Ceduna and Port Augusta.

Formal presentations have been made to a 

number of government agencies including 

Department for Environment and Heritage 

(DEH), Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

(DPC), Department of Primary Industries and 

Resources of South Australia (PIRSA) and the 

Department of Water Land and Biodiversity 

Conservation (DWLBC).

Feedback has generally been positive with 

the most feedback from DEH.  Feedback, 

comments and suggested amendments or 

adjustments to the plan are being produced 

for the Minister to consider and approve prior 

to the plan becoming a final document.  

The consultation period had been extended 

for another 2 weeks after the original closing 

date for submissions.

For further inforamtion please contact Garry or 

Karan at our Adelaide office on (08) 8357 3880

UPCOMING FIELD WORK - LOMANDRA 
GRASSLAND
Field work is planned for the Lomandra 

(irongrass) grassland near the junction of the 

new Ooldea road called the Iluka Haul Road, 

adjacent to Colona on the Highway to Yalata, 

to undertake an assessment and monitoring 

of the site.  We hope to map the extent of 

the grassland and the extent, condition and 

density of the Lomandra plants themselves 

as well as look at the risks and further actions 

required, particularly looking at the impact of 

the Ooldea roadworks on the grassland.  

The work may also include further location and 

site assessment work for threatened flora in 

the area.

Monitoring of Coastal Vegetation:

The Coast and Marine Officer, Program 

Manager and Land Condition and Vegetation 

Officer intend to relocate old biological survey 

sites as a first step in working on the plants of 

the coast. The trip will provide an opportunity 

for undertaking vegetation survey and 

photopoint monitoring, plant collection and 

identification. For information and times of 

the field trips please contact the Adelaide or 

Ceduna Board office.

WEEDS IN THE OAK VALLEY 
COMMUNITY

 Buffel Grass before treatment with chemicals

Buffel Grass - Why do we want to get rid of this 

weed?

Buffel grass is a weed that grows very well in 

this area. It has a lot of seeds which are blown 

away when they are dry and they all start to 

grow. It takes over all of the plants that have 

grown naturally here so they don’t have room 

to grow.

The best way to get rid of this weed is by 

spraying it with chemicals. The best time to kill 

the plant is before the seeds start to grow on 

the bush, especially before the seeds start to 

dry and fall off the plant.

 Buffel Grass after treatment.

Caltrop - Why do we want to get rid of this 

weed?

Caltrop

Caltrop is spikey! It can hurt your feet when 

you walk on it! Caltrop is a weed that grows 

very well in the community. It likes sandy soil, 

especially in areas where people walk and 

drive and the soil has been disturbed. 

It is like a mat that creeps along the ground 

with runners holding the plant in the ground.

You can help to get rid of this weed!

The best way to get rid of this weed is to 

spray it with a chemical that kills the plant, 

but you can help! If you see the plant around 

the community or the school you can help to 

get rid of it by pulling it out. After you pull it 

out you will need to put it in a bag and then 

into the bin. If you don’t put it into a bag and 

it goes to the dump it could keep growing if 

it can get near soil! For further information 

please contact the Board’s Authorised Officer, 

Teresa Gurney on (08) 8625 3706

Above: Karan Coombe-Smith, AW NRM Board’s Land condition and 
Vegetation Officer at one of the monitoring sites in the Lomandra 

grasslands in the AW region.
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Proposed meeting dates for 2010 for 
the AW NRM Board:
• April – 7 & 8 – Ceduna

• June – 2 & 3 – Adelaide

• July – 28 & 29 - (TBA)

• September – 15 & 16 - (TBA)

• November – 9 & 10 - (TBA)

Please note that all meeting dates and venues 

are subject to last minute changes. Public are 

welcome as observers.

For further information or agendas please 

contact Garry at the Adelaide office on 

(08) 8357 3880.

UPCOMING EVENTS
World Indigenous Women and Wellness 
Conference. 
Hosted by the Larrakia Nation Aboriginal 

Corporation, 22-25 August 2010, in Darwin. 

More information from Jodie Farrow, 

Community Health Engagement/Health 

Promotions Officer, Danila Dilba Health 

Service.

jodie.farrow@daniladilba.org.au

Phone: 08 89435100

www.daniladilba.org.au

Effective Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Service Delivery 2010.
Beyond Consultation to Shared Responsibility, 

20-21 April 2010, in Alice

Springs, NT. Conference brochure: 

http://www.thewebconsole.com/process/link.

php?lId=698932&cId=1156791>.

National Landcare Forum
March 22 to 25 2010 - Morphettville 

Racecourse South Australian Jockey Club, 

Allan Scott Park, Morphett Road, Morphettville 

SA.

Contact: Rhonda Hendicott 0421 632 644

NRM Council Meeting
Meeting number 51 will be held on 9 April 

2010  in meeting rooms 1 & 2, Plant Research 

Centre, Waite Campus, Urrbrae.

Members of the public are welcome to attend 

as observers.

Meeting agendas can be obtained by 

contacting:

NRM Council Secretariat

Phone: (08) 8463 6851

Email: dwlbcnrmcouncil@saugov.sa.gov.au

Australian Native Food Industry Limited 
(ANFIL) presents: Wild Flavours of 
Australia
To be held at the National Wine Centre (located 

adjacent to the Botanic Gardens on the

corner of Botanic Rd and Hackney Road) 

in Adelaide on Monday 3 May 2010. This 

inaugural ANFIL native food conference, Wild 

Flavours of Australia, will be held as part of 

the Tasting Australia event in Adelaide, South 

Australia from 26 April through to 6 May 2010.

The conference is designed to provide up-to-

date research and information for those who 

are already in the native food industry and 

those who are interested in getting involved.

Concurrent sessions in the afternoon will 

feature experienced panellists on a wide 

range of topics including growing a variety of 

different native foods in a range of climates 

around Australia. 

A great feature of the native food industry 

has been the development of product by 

indigenous communities, so come and hear 

some of those success stories. 

To register your interest in the conference or 

participating in the Feast for the Senses please 

email La Vergne Lehmann at l.lehmann@

ballarat.edu.au. Registration for the conference 

is now open.

Further information on the program will be 

available at www.anfil.org.au

Above: The AW NRM Board members.
Back row left to right: Parry Agius, Anna Lennon, 

Rosemary Lester, Christopher Dodd, Marilyn AhChee, 
Heidi Crow, Molly Anderson and  Mandy Rossetto.

Front row left to right: Frank Young, Mima Smart and Lois Fraser.
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