
Sandhill Dunnart trapping
joined by WMPG members in Yellabinna Yumbara

Country: threatened species
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Imana, in the Great Victoria Desert, 
near the Western Australian border 
is the home of the extremely rare 
Sandhill Dunnart. 

This small Australian marsupial is not 
known to exist anywhere else but in 
this region so, as a vulnerable and 
threatened species, it’s population and 
habitat is carefully monitored.

Trapping expert John Read (contractor 
from Kimba) travelled up to Imana 
(20km west of Ooldea) in early 
November this year to undertake a 
Sandhill Dunnart trapping exercise with 
traditional owners Simon Pridauxe, 
Wayne Haseldine, Ashley Benell and 
Denis Hocking from the West Mallee 
Protection Group.

Along with Nathan Williams (NR AW 
Project Officer) and Amanda McKlean 
(accompanying the group as part of 
her post graduate studies), six Dunnart 
were captured and over a hundred 
reptiles.

The trapped dunnarts were marked 
on the tail with permanent black 
ink to ensure numbers are based on 
individuals, their sex was noted and 
then they were freed.

The method of pitfall trapping, entails 
running out a 50m “fence” (as shown) 
along which a  short tube is placed, 
with the opening facing upward and 
the rest buried in the sand. Animals 
run along the fence, fall in and are 
unable to climb out.

Details of the numerous reptiles 
captured were also recorded, one of 
which appeared to be a very long way 

from where that species is normally 
thought to populate.

John showed himself to be a capable 
mentor to the young Anangu and 
in sharing his skills he competently 
passed on his methodologies. These 
could be applied to trapping a range of 
small animals living in remote regions.

The group successfully covered eight 
sites over five days spent in the desert.Sandhill Dunnart are only known to still exist in 

three locations  Australia-wide
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Running out  the “fence” over the pitfall trap
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